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AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL'S COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 6:00 PM

EVERETT CITY HALL, 484 BROADWAY, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3RD FLOOR
EVERETT, MA 02149

ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. C0055-25 Ordinance/s/ Councﬂor Robert J: Van Campen & the entire city council

An ordinance regulatrng the demolition of hlstorlcal structures |n the City of Everett

2. C0057-25 Order/s/ Councrlor Stephanre V. Smrth CouncilOr Robert J. Van Campen,
Councilor Stephanie Martins.-

An Order amending the Everett City Council Rule regérding pre-planned expenses for
travel and conference fees

3. C0077-25 Ordinance/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, Councilor Katy L. Rogers,
Councilor Guerline Alcy Jabouin, Councilor Holly D. Garcia, Councilor Michael K.
Marchese, Councilor Peter Pletrantonlo Councilor Robert J. Van Campen, Councilor
Stephame Martins

That the City Council hereby deletes section 7-167 Longevity-Mayor in its entirety and
replaces it as follows:

ADJOURNMENT

www.cityofeverett.com
(All agendas and reports can be obtained on City of Everett Website)

Respectfully submitted:

City Council's Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections 03/10/2025 6:00 PM
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Michael J. Mangan

Legislative Aide
Everett City Council Office

City Council's Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections 03/10/2025 6:00 PM
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Item Number 1

@ Everett

Massachusetts
C0055-25
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Councilor Robert J. Van Campen

Date: February 10, 2025

Agenda ltem:
An ordinance regulating the demolition of historical structures in the City of Everett

ackground an lanation:

Attachments:
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Item Number 1

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING
THE DEMOLITION OF HISTORICAL STRUCTURES
IN THE CITY OF EVERETT

1. Purpose

This ordinance is intended to preserve and protect significant buildings within the City of
Everett which constitute or reflect distinctive features of the architectural, cultural, political,
economic or social history of the city; and to encourage owners of such buildings to seek out
individuals who might be willing to purchase, preserve, rehabilitate or restore such buildings
rather than demolishing them. In order to achieve these important purposes, the Everett
Historical Commission is authorized to advise and consult with the Director of Inspectional
Services/Building Commissioner, or his designee, with respect to the issuance of permits for
the demolition of significant buildings. The issuance of demolition permits for significant
buildings shall be regulated as set forth in this ordinance.

2. Definitions
For the purposes of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:
“Applicant” — any person or entity seeking a demolition permit.

“Building” — any combination of materials creating shelter for persons, animals or property.

“Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner” — the municipal officer
authorized to issue Demolition Permits pursuant to the Massachusetts State Building Code.

“Commission’ — the Everett Historical Commission.

“Demolition” — any act of pulling down, destroying, removing, or razing a building in total,
as such will necessitate the issuance of a Demolition Permit under the State Building Code.

“Demolition Permit” — a permit issued by the Director of Inspectional Services/Building
Commissioner under the State Building Code for the demolition of a building or structure.

“Demolition Plan” — the plan submitted to the Commission by the Applicant setting forth the
facts related to the property and its proposed use pursuant to section 3.5 of this ordinance.

“Preferably Preserved Building” — a significant building which is the subject of an
application for a Demolition Permit, and thereafter determined by vote of the Commission to
be worthy of preservation.

“Moratorium” — a period of six (6) months following the hearing date of the Commission’s
Determination of Detriment regarding the demolition of a Preferably Preserved Building.
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Item Number 1

“Significant Building” — any building or portion thereof, not listed in the exemptions in
Section 6, and which:

i is listed on, or is within an area listed on, the State or National Register of Historic
Places, or is the subject of a pending application for listing in said National Register;
or

il. was built in whole or in part prior to 1940 as based upon the age ascribed to the
building in the records of the Assessor’s Office and that is used exclusively for
dwelling purposes as defined and regulated under the State Building Code.

3. Determination/Procedure

3.1 The Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner will hold in abeyance any
application for a Demolition Permit affecting a Significant Building pending compliance
with the procedures set forth herein.

3.2 Within ten (10) days of receipt, the Director of Inspectional Services/Building
Commissioner will forward any application for a Demolition Permit affecting a
Significant Building to the Commission.

3.3 The Commission will hold a public hearing within thirty-five (35) days of receipt of the
application for the Demolition Permit. Such hearing may be adjourned at the discretion
of the Commission, but in no event shall the hearing be held open for longer than sixty
(60) days from receipt of the application for a Demolition Permit, unless the Commission
and the applicant agree otherwise.

3.4 The Commission shall give public notice of the hearing by:

3.4.1 Publishing notice of the time, place and purpose of the hearing in a local
newspaper at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date; and

3.42 By mailing a copy of said notice by first class mail at least fourteen (14) days
prior to the hearing to:

34.2.1 the applicant;
3422 the owners of all property directly abutting the property that is the

subject of the application, as they appear on the most recent tax
list;
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Item Number 1

3423 to such other persons as the Commission shall deem entitled to
notice.

The applicant shall be responsible for the costs associated with the mailing, posting and
publishing of the required notices.

3.5 No less than fourteen (14) days before the public hearing, the applicant shall submit a
sufficient number of copies of the Demolition Plan to the Commission, as may be required by
the Commission, which shall include the following:

3.5.1

35.2

353

3.54

355

Page 6/59

An Assessor’s Map or plot plan showing the location of the structure to be
demolished on its property with reference to the neighboring properties;

Photographs of all fagade elevations of the subject property, street elevations of
abutting properties and photos of the subject property in the context of its
surroundings;

A description of the structure to be demolished;
The reason for the proposed demolition and data supporting said demolition;
Data requested by the Commission may include:

3.5.4.1 If the Applicant or Owner claims that the structure is structurally deficient,
an independent licensed structural engineer’s report from a qualified structural
engineer with proven expertise in historic building techniques.

3.5.4.2 If the Applicant or Owner claims financial hardship, (1) an estimate from
an architect, developer, contractor, or appraiser experienced in rehabilitation as to
the cost to rehabilitate the building to the level of reasonable use or a reasonable
profit can be realized from the property, (2) appraised value from a licensed
appraiser for the property’s current condition, after completion of the proposed
demolition, and after rehabilitation of the existing property for continued use, (3)
amount paid for the property, and (4) proof of effort to obtain financing, tax
incentives, or preservation grants to earn a reasonable economic return.

A brief description of the proposed reuse of the property on which the structure to
be demolished is located;
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3.6 The Commission shall distribute copies of the Demolition Plan to the Director of
Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner, as well as any other city agency
the Commission deems appropriate.

3.7 The Commission will make one of either of the alternative determinations, which
it will forward to the Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner:

3.7.1 No Detriment. The Commission may determine that the demolition of the
Significant Building would not be detrimental to the historical or architectural
heritage or resources of the city.

3.7.2 Detriment. The Commission may determine that the demolition of the Significant
Building would be detrimental to the historical or architectural heritage or
resources of the city, and is therefore a Preferably Preserved Building based on
the following criteria: it is (1) importantly associated with one or more historic
persons or events, or with the architectural, cultural, political, economic or social
history of the City or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or (2) historically or
architecturally important by reason of period, style, method of building
construction or association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself or
in the context of a group of Buildings.

The Commission will forward a copy of its determination to the Director of Inspectional
Services/Building Commissioner, the applicant, the building owner, and the City Clerk
within ten (10) days of the Commission’s determination. The failure to forward its
determination as herein provided will be equivalent to a Determination of No Detriment.

3.8 In the event of a Determination of No Detriment, or in the event that the Building
Commissioner has not received a notice of the Commission’s Determination of Detriment
within ten (10) days of the determination, then the Director of Inspectional Services/Building
Commissioner may issue the Demolition Permit, subject to the requirements of the State
Building Code and any other applicable laws, rules, or regulations.

3.9 In the event of a Determination of Detriment, the Director of Inspectional
Services/Building Commissioner will hold the application in abeyance for the issuance of a
Demolition Permit regarding the Preferably Preserved Building during the Moratorium,
which will be for a period of six (6) months commencing from the date of the determination

3.9.1 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Director of Inspectional Services/Building
Commissioner may issue a Demolition Permit regarding the Preferably Preserved
Building prior to the expiration of the Moratorium, upon receipt of a determination by the
Commission that::
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3.9.1.1 the Commission is satisfied that there is no reasonable likelihood that
either the owner or some other person, group or entity is willing to purchase,
preserve, rehabilitate or restore the Preferably Preserved Building; or,

3.9.1.2 in exceptional circumstances, the Commission has imposed additional
conditions on an applicant, including but not limited to submission of
photographic documentation and/or architectural rendering of the structure,
salvage of materials, or installation of historic signage, and said conditions have
been met.

4. Emergency Demolition

If the Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner determines that the Building
poses an imminent threat to public health and safety and that immediate Demolition of the
Building is warranted, the Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner may
issue a Demolition Permit without requiring compliance with the provisions of this
Ordinance. The Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner will make every
reasonable effort to inform the Chair of the Commission of his order to require demolition.

5. Remedies

5.1 The Commission and the Director of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner are
each authorized to institute any and all proceedings in law or in equity as they deem
necessary and appropriate to obtain compliance with the requirements of this ordinance,
or to prevent a violation thereof.

5.2 No Building Permit will be issued with respect to any premises upon which a Significant
Building has been demolished in violation of this ordinance for a period of two years
after the date of the completion of such demolition. As used herein, “premises” will
include the parcel of land upon which the demolished Significant Building was located,
together with abutting parcels in common ownership.

5.3 Upon filing an application for a Demolition Permit of a Significant Building, the owner
will be responsible for properly securing and maintaining the building. Should the owner

fail to secure the building, the loss of such building through fire or other cause will be
considered a demolition in violation of this ordinance for the purposes of Section 5.2.

6. Exceptions
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6.1  This ordinance shall not apply to any building or structure owned by the City of Everett
and/or any of its various departments and agencies, nor shall it apply to any building that
has received a Special Permit, Variance or Site Plan Approval from the relevant permit
granting authorities at the time of adoption of this Ordinance.
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#1- C0055-25 Legislative Affairs & Election Committee
February 24, 2025

The Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections met on Monday, February 24, 2025 at 6:00pm
in the City Council Chambers.

The meeting was recorded by ECTV and can be viewed on the City of Everett website.

Members present were Councilor Robert Van Campen, presiding, Councilors Stephanie Smith,
Katy Rogers and Stephanie Martins, as Ex-Officio. Member absent was Councilor Michael
Marchese.

Communication received from Councilor Marchese that he would be away out of State and
unable to attend.

The Committee considered an Ordinance offered by Councilor Robert Van Campen: An
Ordinance regulating the demolition of historical structures in the City of Everett.

City Clerk Sergio Cornelio, Assistant City Solicitor Keith Slattery, Director of Planning Matt
Lattanzi, Acting City Assessor Ron Keohan and Chairman of Historical Commission Larry
Arinello were also present.

Chairman Van Campen explained that the reason for the proposed Ordinance was due to the
significant overdevelopment of the City in which two family homes were being torn down to
make room for a development of a six to eight unit family housing. He noted that there were a
significant number of historical buildings in the City in which this proposed Ordinance would
protect against profit seeking developers. He mentioned that this may not stop the development
but would pause it to allow a process to be followed. He stated that it also forces the developer
to seek a better option for the property. Councilor Rogers asked what the current definition of
historical properties was and Mr. Arinello responded that it included 6800 structures that were
built prior to 1940. Chairman Van Campen remarked that the 1940 date was a starting point for
us and could be further categorized by age — category — historical register. Councilor Rogers
suggested that the City of Chelsea policies on historical designations be looked at. Mr. Cornelio
informed the Committee that the City of Everett had no structures with a Federal designation but
confirmed that there were 180 structures recognized by the State of Massachusetts. Chairman
Van Campen provided Councilor Rogers with an explanation of the process as outlined in the
proposed ordinance. Councilor Rogers announced that she supported the effort but expressed
concern over the six month pause in the proposal. Councilor Martins stated that she was a little
confused with the proposal since she didn’t want to see historical buildings demolished at all
especially if at the end of process outlined in the ordinance a demolition could still be allowed.
Councilor Smith inquired if the Zoning Board of Appeals could allow developers an exemption
from the proposed Ordinance and Chairman Van Campen noted that was the reason he did not
want this as part of the zoning ordinances so it couldn’t be overridden by ZBA. Solicitor Slattery
confirmed that it could be listed as a condition for development. Councilor Smith also
announced that she supports 100% especially after hearing that it would be taking away from
ZBA overriding, but she suggested changing any language with the word “may” to “must”.
Councilor Martins asked the invited guests if they liked and supported the proposal and all agreed
they did. Councilor Rogers stated that she would like to see three categories to help reduce the
6800 structures built prior to 1940. Assessor Keohan cautioned that many properties listed in the
Assessors office that showed a 1900 construction date was because no actual date

#1- C0055-25 Legislative Affairs & Election Committee 2/24/25 page 2
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was known when it was actually constructed. Chairman Van Campen requested that Director of
ISD David Palumbo be invited to the next committee meeting with the number of demolition
permits issued over the past 3 years. He also asked Mr. Cornelio to check with other
communities to insure that the proposed Ordinance is in line with what they have on the books.

The Committee voted: To grant further time and that Director of ISD David Palumbo be invited
to the next committee meeting with the number of demolition permits issued over the past 3
years.

Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Burley
Clerk of Committees
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Item Number 2

@ Everett

Massachusetts
C0057-25
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, Councilor Robert J. Van Campen, Councilor Stephanie Martins
Date: February 10, 2025
Agenda ltem:

An Order amending the Everett City Council Rule regarding pre-planned expenses for travel and conference
fees

Background and Explanation:

Attachments:
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CITY COUNCIL

ltem Number 2

No. C0057-25

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE

AN ORDER AMENDING THE EVERETT CITY COUNCIL RULE REGARDING PRE-
PLANNED EXPENSES FOR TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE FEES

/s/Councilors Stephanie V. Smith, Robert J. Van Campen and Stephanie Martins

Whereas: The purpose of City Council Rules is to document the accepted practices and clarify
expectations by establishing guidelines for the orderly, consistent, and fair conduct of the City

Council’s business.

Whereas: City Council Rules should be updated whenever better practices are identified.

Now, therefore, by the authority granted to the City Council of the City of Everett,
Massachusetts by its City Charter to adopt rules regulating its procedures:

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Everett, Massachusetts that Rule 54 of the
Rules of the Everett City Council of Everett be amended as follows:

Subsection D.5 of Rule 54 is hereby amended by deleting the current text of the subsection in its
entirety and replacing it with a new version of the subsection text as follows:

5. Whenever possible, reservations for pre-planned expenses for travel and
conference fees for city council members that are to be paid from funds
appropriated for city council expenses shall be made by a member of the
city council office staff using a city credit card.

a.

Page 25/59

The associated charges shall be applied to the same line item
used to reimburse members for their personal actual and
necessary expenses;

The council staff member who made the reservations shall
submit expense reports as necessary for such expenses;

Such expense reports may contain expenses attributed to one or
more members; but such reports shall clearly delineate the
expenses attributed to each member; and.

For members of the city council staff who have pre-planned
expenses for travel and conference fees, the same process shall
be followed but the associated charges shall be applied to the
department’s professional development line item.



Item Number 2

This act shall take effect upon its passage.

A true copy attest

A

Sergio Cornelio, City Clerk
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#2- C0057-25 Legislative Affairs & Election Committee
February 24, 2025

The Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections met on Monday, February 24, 2025 at 6:00pm
in the City Council Chambers.

The meeting was recorded by ECTV and can be viewed on the City of Everett website.

Members present were Councilor Robert Van Campen, presiding, Councilors Stephanie Smith,
Katy Rogers and Stephanie Martins, as Ex-Officio. Member absent was Councilor Michael
Marchese.

Communication received from Councilor Marchese that he would be away out of State and
unable to attend.

The Committee considered an Order offered by Councilors Stephanie Smith, Robert Van Campen
and Stephanie Martins: An Order amending the Everett City Council Rules regarding pre-planned
expenses for travel and conference fees.

Councilor Smith explained that the intent was to bring the City Council in line with the travel
policies of the rest of other city employees. However, she noted that she had spoken with Chief
Financial officer Eric Demas prior to the meeting and he suggested that the language included in
the City wide policy also be included in the City Council rules which he agreed to provide prior
to the next meeting.

The Committee voted: To grant further time.

Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Burley
Clerk of Committees
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Item Number 3

& Everett

Massachusetts

C0077-25

To: Mayor and City Council
From: Councilor Anthony DiPierro

Date: March 4, 2025

Agenda ltem:
That the City Council hereby deletes section 7-167 Longevity-Mayor in its entirety and replaces it as follows4

Background and Explanation:

Attachments:
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ENROLLED ORDINANCE
PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 1 SECTION 4.5 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
EVERETT AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS Chapter 43, Section 23.
ENROLLED: XX/XX/XXXX DATE OF PROPOSED ORDAINMENT: XX/XX/XXXX

CITY COUNCIL No. C0077-25

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE
AN ORDINANCE REDEFINING THE ANNUAL LONGEVITY BONUS PAYMENT

Councilor /s/ Stephanie V. Smith, Katy Rogers, Michael Marchese, Robert Van Campen,
Stephanie Martins, Peter Pietrantonio, Guerline Alcy-Jabouin, Holly Garcia,

Whereas: The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) notified the City Council as part of an
investigative report, that the purpose of longevity payments “is to reward and retain employees
for their skill and experience through a system that recognizes years of valuable service.
Longevity payments are not a means to pad the salaries of elected officials”; and

Whereas: The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) recommended the City Council to
“eliminate longevity payments to elected officials”; and

Whereas: Elected officials of the City of Everett, including the Mayor, members of the City
Council and School Committee, are compensated through salaries established by ordinance or
state law, and additional bonuses tied to tenure may undermine the principles of equitable
governance and public service.

Now, therefore, by the authority granted to the City Council of the City of Everett,
Massachusetts to make ordinances:

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Everett, Massachusetts that the Revised
Ordinances of the City of Everett be amended as follows:

Section 7-167 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Everett is hereby amended by deleting
the entire current text of said section, including title and replacing it with the following text:

7-167 Longevity — Elected Officials

(a) Definitions

e Elected Official: any individual holding a position in the City of Everett that is
filled through a public election process, including but not limited to the Mayor,
City Council member or School Committee Member
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e Longevity payment: any payment, stipend, or benefit provided to an individual
based solely on the years of service or tenure in a position
(b) No elected official is eligible or shall receive a longevity payment during their time in
office or retroactively for time served in an elected position

This ordinance shall take effect upon passage by the City Council and subsequent approval by
His Honor the Mayor.

A true copy attest

fopir Eriic

Sergio Cornelio, City Clerk
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